
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                          September 17, 2017 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 250 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, sometimes I am agitated, ill-at-ease about 
different things in my life, and I feel pressure to decide on a 
course of action to mitigate the agitation and the discomfort 
that comes with it.  Usually I find I am unable to achieve this 
resolution.  This is one of those times.  I approach these times 
as being about me—I assume I am the cause of this situation, 
although I do not know how; and what is more pressing, I am 
certain the solution for this is both mine to find and mine to 
implement.  If this is not about me, then who?  I am slow to 
consider this might be about you.  If I could truly consider this 
as a possibility, I believe some relief would find me.  What if a 
value, an assumption, or a conclusion that has inspired me in 
the past is no longer able to do so, and a different one is 
emerging but has not yet claimed me?  What if my agitation is 
this ebbing away of an attachment, and will be diminished by 
the flow of a more adequate one?  What if all that is asked of 
me is to attentively complain about the inconvenience of this 
internal movement, to rest in your orchestration of it, and to 
relax into the timing of it? 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 18:15-20 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 251 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 249 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Lunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for September 24, 2017  
Exodus 16:2-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45; 
Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16. 

F.Y.I. 
 Next week we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and will receive 
a Deacons Offering. 
 The Presbyterian Women will meet on September 25th, a week 
from tomorrow, at the church, at 1:30. 
 New Address for Margaret and Darrel Allen: 3415 Mayhew 
Road, Sacramento, CA  95827. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Rizky Thomas. 
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 O God, too near to be found, too simple to be 
conceived, too good to be believed; help us to trust, not 
in our knowledge of Thee, but in Thy knowledge of us; to 
be certain of Thee, not because we feel our thoughts of 
Thee are true, but because we know how far Thou dost 
transcend them.   May we not be anxious to discern Thy 
will, but content only with desire to do it; may we not 
strain our minds to understand Thy nature, but yield 
ourselves and live our lives only to express Thee. 
 
 Shew us how foolish it is to doubt Thee, since Thou 
Thyself dost set the questions which disturb us; reveal our 
unbelief to be faith fretting at its outworn form.  Be 
gracious when we are tempted to cease from moral strife: 
reveal what it is that struggles in us.  Before we tire of 
mental search enable us to see that it was not ourselves 
but Thy call which stirred our souls. 
 
 Turn us back from our voyages of thought to that which 
sent us forth.  Teach us to trust not to cleverness or 
learning, but to that inward faith which can never be 
denied.   Lead us out of confusion to simplicity.  Call us 
back from wandering without to find Thee at home within.  
Amen. 
 

The Temple: A Book of Prayer, by W.E. Orchard, D.D., 
 New York: E.P. Dutton & Co, Inc., c. 1918 
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Ordinary Time – Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
[Matthew 18:21-35] 

 We will internalize this text so that it describes something that 
happens inside us, a series of internal events through which God 
takes us, especially as we get older, and which lead us toward a 
more expansive and inclusive life. 
 When the time is right God initiates an internal event which in 
the text is referred to as “settling accounts.” There are different 
ways to describe this internal event: a time when we take stock of 
our life, especially in terms of what we internalized regarding who 
we should be; a time when we are asked to consider whether or 
not we have lived up to the ideals which we inherited for our life; a 
time when we come to terms with what we feel we owe, motivated 
by the sense that we have failed to be what we could have been 
and/or should have been; a time when we come to terms with the 
truth that we are not now and perhaps never were what we 
wanted to be; a time when we realize that we once were what we 
should have been or wanted to be, but no longer are. The image in 
the text is that of a debt that is owed and needs to be paid, and the 
reality that is faced in this internal event is that we have not paid it 
and/or cannot pay it. It is a time of reckoning, a time to settle 
accounts and come to terms with the reality of the life that is ours, 
what it is and what it isn’t. 
 Most of us get uneasy when such a time comes to us. The 
distress we feel over not being who we should have been or 
wanted to be can be enormous, and mostly we believe we just 
need a little more time to keep working at it. Out of pity over the 
burden this debt places on us, God forgives the debt. Each time the 
word “forgive” appears in this text it is the same Greek word 
meaning “to send forth,” from a compound root, “off/away + to 
send.” What is sent away is the judgment against us for not having 
met or accomplished the goal, ideal or dream that is pestering us 
from within, or for having failed to sustain and maintain it. If this 
forgiveness takes root in us, the judgments against us diminish. It 
then becomes possible to look realistically at the goals, ideals or 
dreams, and then either let them go or modify them into 
something more realistic, feasible and useful. 

 However, accepting this forgiveness is often difficult. We 
continue to evaluate ourselves from the point of view that we 
should achieve the goal, ideal or dream and maintain it, and 
therefore the judgment against us for failing to do so is maintained. 
This way we relate to ourselves is described by the word “wicked,” 
a Greek word that means “hurtful, i.e. evil in effect or influence.” 
We judge ourselves as failing to achieve. When this happens, God 
precipitates an internal situation that is unexpected and generally 
unwanted: we begin to perceive more directly and specifically the 
judgments against us for not meeting our goals, ideals, and dreams. 
This is not intended as punishment, although it is often interpreted 
that way, as if God is angry with us. The word translated as “anger” 
in the phrase “God’s anger” is the Greek word meaning “to provoke 
or enrage” and can also mean “exasperate;” it comes from the word 
“desire [as a reaching forth or excitement of the mind],” from a root 
meaning “to stretch oneself, i.e. reach out for (long for)].” The idea 
in the Greek is that God so longs for us to be released from the 
judgments against us, and is so exasperated by the difficulties that 
prevent this from being operative in us, that God “hands us over to 
be tortured until we pay our entire debt” [sic]. What follows is an 
elaboration of the words in this phrase. 
 The word translated as “tortured” is the Greek word “torture,” 
and comes from a root meaning “a touchstone [through the idea of 
going to the bottom].” “Touchstone” is a metaphor meaning “a 
point of reference against which something is compared and 
evaluated.” Historically, touchstone refers to a hard stone used to 
test whether gold is genuine or not. The word is translated as 
torture because the process of probing the judgments we feel will 
distress us. When the truth comes to us that we have failed to 
achieve our goal, ideal or dream, and we are unable to receive 
forgiveness for this, we are then brought into a situation where the 
judgment we experience is lifted into our awareness where it 
becomes more real and tangible to us; that is, it becomes something 
we concretely experience. As this judging becomes conscious, its 
content becomes more specific, and we begin to know what the 
judgment actually is. The judgment now becomes something we can 
think about and consider, something we can reconsider regarding 



the feasibility and likelihood of its manifesting in the way we fear. 
It is one thing to be afraid of punishments or consequences when 
we are a young child, and another thing to be afraid when we are 
older. There is more mental and emotional capacity available to us 
as we get older. We are able to look more realistically at what we 
anticipate happening, and decide now that we are older if what we 
anticipate is likely to happen, and is something we can feel our way 
into and be released from. This lifting into our awareness of the 
judgments inside us takes us to the bottom of the judgment we 
receive and allows us to reexamine it. 
 The phrase “pay his entire debt” is two Greek words, the first 
meaning “to give away, i.e. give up, over, back” and the second 
meaning “to owe, figuratively to be under obligation.” The idea in 
the Greek is that we remain in this state of reconsidering the 
judgments we receive until we are able to “give up what we feel is 
our obligation.” As we are able to reconsider the goals, ideals and 
dreams we have failed to meet, and in terms of which we are being 
judged, we come to a place where we can let go of those that are 
no longer relevant to and realistic for the life that is actually ours in 
the present. In this way, the forgiveness we could not embrace 
before becomes available to us again. 
 The last verse is always read as a threat, when actually it is a 
promise. It says that when we are not able to receive and work with 
the forgiveness God gives us for not achieving our goals, ideals and 
dreams, God perseveres in the effort to have forgiveness operate 
in us by making us aware specifically and concretely of the 
judgments that torture us so that they can be reexamined. As God 
makes us aware of the judgments in us, we learn to understand 
things about ourselves that are unacceptable and that we judge. As 
awareness comes, room to think and feel appears around the ways 
we are judged. This room to be thoughtful allows us to be less 
judgmental and more understanding not only with ourselves but 
also with others. Being forgiven and forgiving are flip sides of the 
same coin. That is why Jesus answers as he does Peter’s question 
about how many times to forgive. We forgive as many times as it 
takes us to come to terms with our internal judgments. 

 This does not mean that everything we do is acceptable; it may 
be understandable, but it is not always acceptable. Forgiveness is 
not about acceptance per se; it is about the lifting of judgment, and 
the increase of understanding. We can forgive and understand and 
still not accept. Forgiveness allows us to see more accurately, and 
to be understanding, but it does not erase what we said, felt or did, 
nor take away any consequences of those things. 

[Jim Robie, 9-13-17, 15th Sunday after Pentecost in Cycle A, Matthew 18:21-35] 
 


